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The Swadeshi movement culminated into the development of indigenous
art and culture throughput the country. Evaluate.
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What do you understand by desertification? How can this be dealt with
effectively?
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Examine the causes of Surat split of 1907 and highlight the differences in
objectives and methods adopted by the extremists and moderates
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4. Compare and contrast the idea of India conceived by Gandhiji and Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose?
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5. Critically analyze the Bhoodan movement launched after independence.
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 1. The Swadeshi movement culminated into the development of indigenous art and
culture throughput the country. Evaluate.

Ans: INC initiated the Swadeshi movement in Bengal against the announcement of the partition of
Bengal in 1905 by Lord Curzon. It was launched as a protest movement which also gave a lead
to the Boycott movement in the country.

Indigenous values promotion :

• The rich traditions like folk music, paintings, the culture of India were highlighted as a part of
cultural mobilization of masses.

• Leader of Swadeshi movement in art was Abanindranath Tagore, who led Bengal School of
art.

• To oppose partition of Bengal, Tagore painted Bharat Mata in 2006.

• Swadeshi art represented subject matter that was of inherently Indian origin which in turn
inspired Indians who viewed it. Ex. Grandeur of Mughal rule evoked through painting by
Abanindranath Tagore.

• Revival of Indian Heritage by Raja Ravi Varma. Ex. Paintings of Hindu divinities, mythological
scenes, Indian life etc.

• Giving up of Anglo-education and promoting vernacular literature through opening of schools,
colleges such Bengal national college was one of the step towards promotion of traditional arts.

• The resistance to Swadeshi movement could also be seen in literature and songs of Rabindranath
Tagore, Bankim Chandra Chatopadhyay’s vande matram.

• Abindranath Tagore and his disciple Nandalal Bose broke the dominance of Victorian art
form and took to Indian styles of painting.

• JC Bose’s study in the field of biology filled Indians with sense of pride and achievement.

These cultural artworks played important role in development of awareness about rich Indian
heritage among Indian masses. They played pivotal role in building cultural self-identity through
rejuvenated culmination of Indian cultural richness among Indian masses.

2. What do you understand by desertification? How can this be dealt with effectively?

Ans: According to the United Nations Convention, desertification is the degradation of land in arid,
semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas.
For better understanding the reasons behind desertification:
• Desertification is mainly caused by human activities and climate variations. Desertification

does not refer to the expansion of existing deserts.
• This happens because dryland ecosystems, which cover one-third of the world's land area,

are extremely vulnerable to overexploitation and inappropriate land use.
• Poverty, political instability, deforestation, overgrazing and poor irrigation practices can all

reduce land productivity.
• Brief reason:
• water erosion
• wind erosion
• Man-made / settlements
• vegetation's breath
• Salinity
Effective ways to combat desertification:
• Policy changes to promote sustainable land use to reduce erosion
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• Conservation of vegetation cover which will prevent soil erosion
• Alternative environment and industrial technology
• Establishing economic opportunities outside dry lands
• practice of sustainable agriculture
• Regular practice of eco-forestry
• Use of recycled paper
• Raising awareness about desertification
Measures taken at global level:
• The first legally binding international agreement
• Bonn Challenge: To reduce the world's land degradation by 150 million hectares by 2020 and

reduce degraded land to 35,030 hectares by 2030.
• SDG-15, 2030: Promote sustainable land use
Measures taken by India:
• River Valley Project for soil conservation and conservation of flood prone rivers (2000)
• National Afforestation Program (2000)
• National Action Program to Combat Desertification (2001)
• Animal Food and Food Development Scheme (2010)
• National Mission on Green India (2014)
The best chance the world has of ending desertification would be to stabilize the impacts of
climate change, save wildlife species and protect our well-being.

3. Examine the causes of Surat split of 1907 and highlight the differences in objectives
and methods adopted by the extremists and moderates

Ans: The moderates and extremists were working together for the Bengal movement. The extremists
were of the view that the movement should be expanded and should target the government. The
moderate leadership which was invited to see the process of administrative reforms by the
British felt it would be dangerous to rouse the British at this time. Both sides thus viewed each
other as the enemy.The extremist leader Tilak and moderate leader Gokhale wanted to avoid
split as they knew that divided congress could be easily subdued by the British. But they had to
kneel before the other leaders of their factions. Finally on 1907 under president ship of Rash
Bihari Ghosh the party split in Surat.

Immediately after the split the leaders of the extremists were repressed by the government and
the faction was left leaderless. Tilak was imprisoned in Burma;

Aurobindo Ghosh gave up politics for religion. Pal retired from politics and lala lajpat rai went
abroad for an extended stay. The moderates too were fooled and no concessions were given by
the Morley Minto reforms. Instead it sowed the seeds of communal representation and which
finally led to the partition of India. They lost their credibility and support. The period from 1907-
1914 was a dark period for the congress.
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Finally moderates realised that they needed the support of extremists to reach to the common
people and the extremists realised that they needed the protection of the moderates. They
realised that they couldn’t attain independence and get their demands fulfilled by the imperial
government without the support of each other.

4. Compare and contrast the idea of India conceived by Gandhiji and Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose?

Ans: Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are among immortal founding fathers of
India. Their ‘idea of India’ not only led to Indian nation building but still continues to guide
contemporary social and political thought.

Their opinions and ideas differed in following ways:

Mahatama Gandhi

Method :

• Strict adherence to Non- violence (ahimsa)

• Considered violence to create more problem than solve, no violence at any cost

• Against militarianism

Means and Ends:

• Means as important as ends- both should be equally good

• Truth and no-violence to guide them

• Eg: Gandhiji rejected the idea of serving British with an ultimatum to British struggling with
WWII as they were in a difficult situation even if could give them great leverage in the freedom
movement.

Form of Government

• Ramrajya based on truth, ahimsa and self regulation

• Minimum state control- stateless society, complete decentralisation

• Gramraj- village republics- to be self-reliant and self-governed based on

Economy
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• Cooperative organization of work

• Decentralization of economy

• Dismissed capitalism and western socialism

Religion

• Firm believer of Hindu religion based in truth and non-violence

• Service of humanity as purpose of religion

• Could not conceive of state without religion

Caste and Untouchability

• Anti-untouchability within Varnas but believed in Varnas to be important for social order

Education

• Preferred vernacular medium over English

• Moral, spiritual and physical training must form part of curriculum

Position of women

• Against ill treatment of women and social ills like purdah, dowry, child marriage

• But believed in traditional gender roles- women to take care of house and children

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose

Method :

• Use of violent resistance as the only way to oust Imperialists

• Total revolution must be prepared to use violence if necessary

• Attracted to militarism and its discipline

Means and Ends:

•Gave primacy to end results.

•As just ends could justify means.

•Eg: took help of Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan even when he disapproved of them and
himself believed in freedom and equality.

Form of Government

• Centralized state control

• State to have discipline and authoritarian character to eradicate poverty and inequality which
democracy wasn’t capable of

• Once nation building was successful, democracy could be established

Economy

• Socialism to be basis of national reconstruction and economic freedom

• Centralised economic planning (formed National Planning Committee)

• Favoured industrialization under state ownership and control

Religion

• Believed in teachings of Upanishads, Gita and Swami Vivekananda

• Cosmopolitan and secular approach

• Religion as private matter and state shall have nothing to do with it

Caste and Untouchability

• Envisioned socialist revolution to remove caste hierarchies to create egalitarian, casteless and
classless society

Education
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• Believed in technical, scientific and modern English education as a source of development

Position of women

• Believed in complete emancipation of women

• Women and men to be equal and both to be encouraged to fight for nation

• Eg: recruited women and formed Rani of Jhansi regiment in INA under woman leaders

Hence, there ideological differences led them to different paths for attaining their dream of
independence for India.

5. Critically analyze the Bhoodan movement launched after independence.

Bhoodan 
Movement 

Started by Vinoba Bhave in 1951

Persuasion of zamindars/landlords 
to gift land

First in Pochampalli Village

Most successful in Odisha

Later evolved into
Gramdan Movement
Haripur in UP first 

Bhoodhan Movement also known as land Gift movement was first started by the Acharya
Vinodabhave in the Pochampalli village of Andhra Pradesh for the 1st time in 1950s; it is
a movement in which land less labourers were gifted the land to cultivate.
Significance of Bhoodan Movement:

Through this movement a total of 40 lakh acres of land was distributed across the country in
a period of 20 years

It encouraged the redistribution of land, allowing agricultural laborers to become land
owners. As a result, agricultural production increased.

It encouraged Sarvodaya Samaj. Sarvodaya Samaj was a non-violent and constructive
program to transform the social structure of India through a radical change of values.

With the passage of time, it expanded its scope to include the Gramdan movement, where
Gandhiji’s idea of trusteeship was emphasized.

Many other leaders also got boosted by the movement; and they also joined their hands in the
movement Ex: Jai Prakash Narayan left his Lawyer professionalism to contribute to this
movement.
Limitations of Bhoodan movement:

Often donors donated their waste and barren land just for the sake of name. This defeats its
very purpose.

Instead of imbibing democratic values, it only strengthened the old values of master-servant
relations.

Bhoodan was aimed only at helping the landless villagers. It did not include the semi-landless
or those villagers who had small land holdings and still worked as tillage labourers.

Later the movement saw various problems like slow progress, bribery, fake land donation
etc.
Conclusion: Despite some limitations, bhoodan movement stimulated political activity among
the farmers and created a consciousness among the masses about inequality prevalent in the
society.
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